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Imelligence Agency has been:in the
headlines-these days, and:thé stories

; p how the organization.can be
ef fecnvely 1used and egreg:onsly Jnis- -

»ghastlv bombmg of the US. aemﬁassy
in Beirut, -which cost :the-4ives sof - ;nstence, some of . ‘the CIA’s “Chm

Robert Ames, 2 senior ClAanalyst on

m.x.he same:time. there hav

reve;lanons -about the, CIAs covert -
.acuvities ip Central Americe,:where .
¢its,agentsare running. cland&mne :
designed 10 exerz Tes-

operations.’,
;sure on theleft-wing regl 1c8-
8.

ragu :
vAsaf ormer foreign cormpondem._
" 1 have had-occasion over the Years to’

.deal with both the ClA’s-experts.and
*jts*military acrivists, andme*exyen-

".ence has 1zught:me not todook:at the ;
. - organization as & monolith:

“The inteligence specxahsfs whose

- job it is 10-@ssess political, econeimic,
social -and -scientific - developments
abroad, tend to be.balanced,.dispas .

sionate scholars, remarkably free of

premd.me ‘Irideed, ‘their repumuons,

depend-on their. abllxry ). seall
shots realistically.::
Ames, whom 1 d1d not "know, evi-

dently-fit into this:categoryiRobert.

E. Hunter, @ former member of:the

National Security Council staff dur- "

ing .the Carter administration, de-

meumdnem and a numberofhis

+when 4t failed 10. conform 10 then:

5i,and the;‘indércover figures.’ “They?
" are.morin=business for themseives*
: They follow orders. But the fact that -
. they éxist creates strange and often - )
. unpromable ‘temptations for tbe

;_ men’in the White House."

~ - _scribed Ames the other day- in the'? 3
- Washmgton ‘Post as a superb- ana]yst )
WASHING’PON D.C. — The Central ; s

ar CIA‘ 6ffxcxals in many. phrtsof the

’Dunngmy Stmt in: Hong Ko “Ho

“generally excéilent. While thegener
“als and-admirals’ ‘were bypingup the

layed.it cool.:

“disdained the CIA's'political officers;

i ~«dendmg them -as “liberals” who re-:

fused 'to-tell him-what he wanted 10 -

“‘hear,'Other presidents suffered from.. .

the same lack of trust in the agency...

pollcxes,

" That is'why the ClA’s 1mellxgence VL
. professionals can be-so good. Their -
' responsibility 1s not to make policy

: . or to endorse policies, but to furnish
- the rew material ‘out of which poli-- .
" . cies.are shaped.

The other side of the coin, howev-

" er, is the ClA's operational division,
the guys out of Smiley’s People -and |.. supponed as: annorgamz.anon that :
other such novels-who are assigned

10 topple foréign leaders and knock-L

over nndmrable fore)gn :govern-

B mems

Tbese are the soldiers of fonuhe

Presidents never instruct the

~ cloak -and-dagger types 10 engage in
“*dirty 1ricks.™ On the ‘contrary, the -
- president-is absolved of any involve-,’

worid -—.:men.and ‘women n?tmse fa: -

L

:Statstics- 10’ glonfy themselves, the:,l -»gift of exploding cigars'or embarrass:
~agency’s .anonymo people nsually :

" Small wonder that Rlchard leoﬁ e

es . lS_.DI.lL

-assassination -activities, conducted

tncks » ™
Much. of it read hke science Tiction~

Among other’ things, there were

plans:to‘bump:oif Fidel LCaso withha;-

.him by infiltrating a depilatory that '
‘would make bis beard fall out.
' The ClA's coumennsurgency ef-

“however, that: Zhe)wonld 1ike-10" see
‘the'erdof someobsn-epemns foreign::
ﬁgure -and-these CIA operatives.go.|
to-action. They:have the:tassets?
as:the techmcai xerm for mexr abxh

“nént in such-naStiness under the so- "1
‘called “theory-wof--plausible-denial,”..;

The mvsuganon “Joto ‘*the CIAs'i

by. 2 Senate committee a’ few;eaxs :
.ago dxsc!osed the. exxenmf ﬁxe.agen--.ﬂi-

‘forts in Central America-séem 1o me..
1o be on the wrong track, though .
“they are not as' silly as-debearding. .
. ‘Castro. But Americans, judging-from

‘the record, are just not very good at.

mterfenng in the affaxrs of other
’ countnes N

" Ir'may be that our” guennllas can'f
" succeed ip eliminating “their” guer- :
rillas. That is no guarantee, though, :

that the American-sponsored regime

“will be any better. for-the ‘people of ;

:the country -in- qumon than ‘the

]

regune it supplants.’

+ By -all means, xhen.ﬂre CI.A must be '

"-gathers and :appraises: mlelhgence .

But:as an instrument Jor interven- .

.tion overseas, it is'an unhealthy and.
_ often dangerous weapon -
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